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A CREATIVE FUTURE
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The Cube will connect the two blocks and will serve as a multi-function hall

Text: Teresa Chow
Photography : Courtesy of PMQ

With the opening of PMQ steaming abead, Hong Kong’s former Police Married Quarters
in Sheung Wan will return as a brand new creative force paying tribute to its storied past

From a warehouse-style studio of less than
1,500 sq-ft located by the harbour in Quarry
Bay, a sizeable management team is counting
down the days to the reopening of the 1950s
Grade III historical site PMQ — currently
better known as the former Police Married
Quarters on Hollywood Road in Sheung
Wan, Hong Kong.

PMQ will return early next year with a
new faces as well as a mission to remain
relevant in the 21st century, as a hub to serve
the territory’s evolving creative industries. For
residents of the +852, the 6,000 sq-m
complex comprising two blocks which

embrace the Modernist architecture
movement are familiar as the childhood
homes of the former and current chief
executives, as their fathers both served the
police force. It was also where the filming of
the Asian film Three took place, and served
as the anchor venue of Detour 2011.
However, the site’s true heritage value
was only recently discovered, revealing
another interesting story. Initially, it was the
stone wall and stairways which suggested it
might also be the historic site of the Central
School which was built in 1889, immediately
raising concerns over its preservation value.
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In response to the opposition of
concern groups to the 2005 proposal to
sell the site, a series of investigations were
carried out specifically to look for
conservation value. According to the
Antiquities and Monuments Office, the
archaeological excavation of the main
courtyard between the two blocks and the
fourth plateau revealed more than simply
historical relic: the momentous find of the
remaining stone foundations of Central
School in the car park area lead the
government to consider preserving the
site. Subsequently, the policy address of
2007-08 announced the intent to explore
revitalisation of the area.

After further in-depth consultations, the
government decided in 2010 to dedicate
the plot to the creative industries and
related education uses. Four parties then
announced interest in helming the
development, with former HKSAR secretary
for development Carrie Lam steering the
project onwards.

In the end, the Musketeers Foundation,
supported by the Hong Kong Polytechnic
University, the Hong Kong Design Centre
and the Hong Kong Design Institute of the
Vocational Training Council, was selected to
conserve and transform the site into a
creative industries landmark dubbed ‘PMQ’".

The heritage value of the site has
complicated the renovation plans. For
architectural design consultant Thomas
Chow Architects, the major challenge was
to balance the heritage value of the
buildings, the spatial character of the
quarters and the new addition of a thriving
creative environment.

The former Central School — built in
1889 but destroyed in WWII — was the
first government school to provide both
upper primary and secondary western
education to the local public. Therefore,
two of the longest original foundation
remains will be conserved as an
‘“underground interpretation area’, open for
public visits. Another 130 studio shops will
be converted from residential units of the
former Police Married Quarters.

A multi-function hall called ‘The Cube’
will be introduced by a connection
between the two blocks, constructed at the
second level. With headroom of 5m and an
area of 600 sq-m, The Cube will provide
covered event spaces and public open
space on its rooftop. Last but not the least,
1,400 sq-m of public open space will be
provided and the iconic wall trees of the
area will be retained.
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The former Central School — built in 1889
but destroyed in WWII — was the first
government school to provide both
upper primary and secondary western
education to the local public

The Former Police Married Quarters will return as creative hub PMQ early next year
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Former residential units will be replaced by studio shops

The Studio Tenant Selection committee includes key industry players such as Timothy Cheng from Tiron Interior Architecture and Bryant Lu from RLPHK
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MINUTES WITH
WILLIAM TO

PMQ Management's Director of Creative &
Programme William To stresses that as all
efforts to nurture creativity are positive, PMQ
is an important way to serve the community.
“It is a rare opportunity for any government
in any city to grant such a prime location —
the intersection of the core central business
district and a gentrified neighbourhood — to
support the development of the creative
industries,” he says.

Internationally recognised for his role
in raising the profile of Hong Kong's
Business of Design Week, To has
conducted numerous studies of how
creative hubs have been formed in the
west. In Sweden, for example, old
industrial premises have been renovated
into a new creative workplace in Malmo;
while in Belgium, it is shared offices which
are becoming a big trend. “When I spoke
to with other creative groups in foreign
cities about our experience with PMQ), they
all expressed their admiration that we got
hold of such a prime location.”

Not only the location offer a great
opportunity to PMQ, To claims that timing
is essential to the success of PMQ too.
“Credit should go to the support of the
government and adaptive reuse exercises
the city has gone through in recent years,
but most of all, the design industry is well
equipped and ready to make a move.”

Part studio workshop and part retail
platform, PMQ will also fulfil a community
role by offering discounted rates to creative
talents who have kickstarted their own
brands, thereby helping them gain a
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foothold in the marketplace.

“PMQ is not an incubation platform,
but an accelerator — all tenants are ready
for retail. Offering support is important,
but we will also ask them to take part in
our development,” To explains. “At the
end of the day, PMQ aims to establish a
platform for co-creation to enable
community involvement.”
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